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FAO Somalia 

Puntland Cyclone Disaster Response Update – 9 December 2013 
 
 
Background 

 
On 10 November 2013, the coast of the Puntland region of Somalia was hit by a tropical cyclone causing 
heavy rainfall and flash floods. FAO Somalia’s Water and Land Information Management project (SWALIM) 
provided timely early warning information to the Government’s Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster 
Management Agency (HADMA) and to the Golis telephone company for rapid dissemination of alerts. The 
Puntland authorities declared this a natural disaster on 11 November 2013. The districts of Eyl, 
Bandarbayla and Qardho (Dangorayo area only) were hardest hit as illustrated in the maps below showing 
the distribution of precipitations and the flooded areas. 

 
 
FAO Somalia immediately assembled an emergency team with staff from its Nairobi base and field office in 
Puntland (Garowe) to coordinate FAO’s response in line with its mandate and comparative advantage. 
With the technical support of the Food Security and Nutrition Assessment Unit (FSNAU), FAO Somalia’s Call 
Centre conducted a rapid damage and needs assessment telephone survey, using beneficiary phone 
numbers that were collected for the purpose of monitoring recent field activities in both affected and non-
affected areas of Puntland. Between 19 November and 2 December 2013, 1 055 calls were made in the 
districts of Bandarbayla, Bossaso, Caluula, Ceerigabo, Eyl, Gaalkacyo, Garowe, Galdogob, Iskushuban, Laas 
Caanood, Laasqoray, Qandala, Qardho and Taleex.  
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Not surprisingly, the most urgent needs reported by respondents in the affected districts concern shelter, 
food aid and livelihoods support primarily in the form of: livestock protection (and eventual restocking); 
replacement of lost fishing gear; and rapid access to cash (either unconditional or through income-
generating opportunities), as illustrated in the chart below.  
  

Top priority for humanitarian assistance as reported by respondents

 
 
 
Impact of the cyclone on productive sectors and FAO’s rapid response   

 
Livestock 
 
The livestock sector was hardest hit by the cyclone. FAO estimates that between 250 000 and 300 000 
animals died in the three most affected areas (Bandarbayla, Eyl and Dangorayo) within the hours following 
the storm as a result of the steep decline in temperature combined with heavy rains: 
 

 Camels – between 25 000 and 35 000 deaths (approximately 23% of the herd in affected areas) 

 Goats – between 120 000 and 140 000 deaths (approximately 47% of the herd in affected areas) 

 Sheep – between 105 000 and 125 000 deaths (approximately 52% of the herd in affected areas).  
 
FAO Somalia’s immediate response aims to prevent further deterioration of the health condition of 
surviving animals and support the proper disposal of dead animal carcasses to prevent the spread of 
disease among humans. 
 

 FAO prepared and disseminated to all partners involved in relief operations a recommended 
procedure (adapted to the context) for disposal of animal carcasses.  

 FAO provided financial support (USD 10 000) and personal protection supplies (gloves, masks, 
disposable overalls, etc. worth a total of USD 100 000) to the Puntland Ministry of Livestock 
(MoLAH) for the rapid disposal of animal carcasses. 

 Emergency vaccination of all surviving animals against contagious caprine pleuropneumonia (CCPP) 
and general treatment is on-going, with a budget of USD 92 000 for an estimated 230 000 animals 
in the affected area (USD 0.4 per animal). MoLAH has deployed five veterinary teams in the three 
districts that are worst hit by the cyclone to support mass vaccination. 
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 Procurement of medicine for the treatment of foreseeable diseases associated with post-flooding 
conditions is on-going, for a value 464 000 USD (USD 2.50 per animal). The drugs (anticlostridial, 
foot rot, trypanocidal and vector control drugs) should be available in the field by mid December, 
on time to prevent the spread of the most common post-flood diseases. MoLAH will be responsible 
for the administration of the drugs, with technical assistance from FAO, under an existing 
framework agreement. 

 

 
 
FAO’s Cash-for-Work programme in the cyclone-affected areas 
 
More than 1 000 beneficiaries of FAO’s Cash-for-Work programme located in the affected areas 
(Dangorayo and Eyl) were scheduled to begin work on the rehabilitation of feeder roads and water 
catchments for animals. FAO rapidly contacted its implementing partner (Norwegian Church Aid, NCA) who 
agreed to redirect the work of the targeted households to assist in response to the cyclone disaster. 
 

 In collaboration with the Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism of the Puntland State of 
Somalia (the line ministry for Cash-for-Work activities), FAO and NCA identified specific works that 
could be carried out through the use of unskilled labour (e.g. feeder road rehabilitation and 
cleaning of silted areas). 

 This change in plans was rapidly formalized with the partner, for both an extended duration of the 
support and additional budget, which will include the transport of beneficiaries to the identified 
rehabilitation sites. 

 
Fisheries 

Initial reports indicate that boats and fishing equipment in some fishing settlements had been damaged, 
both on the north coast and in coastal villages between Eyl and Bandarbeyla. Eyl is reported to be badly 
affected, with reports of between 10 and 20 fishing boats lost, directly affecting the livelihoods of between 
30 and 50 households. 
 

 Fishing equipment that was currently in stock is being transported to Puntland for emergency 
distribution to affected fishermen. The 100 fishing sets (which include basic locally-adapted 
supplies such as nets, hooks, lines, floats) are worth about USD 300 each. 
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 Distribution arrangements and beneficiary selection have yet to be finalized, in collaboration with 
the Puntland Ministry of Fisheries. But shipment of the fishing sets, by air to Garowe and by sea to 
Bossaso, is underway in order to facilitate speedy distribution as soon as individual beneficiary 
households have been identified.  

 

 
 
 
Supporting the recovery of productive sectors over the coming months   

 
A joint inter-agency and government assessment mission was deployed to the affected districts during the 
period 21-27 November 2013. FAO seconded two of its staff and lent two vehicles to support the mission. 
The assessment report will be available shortly to inform the recovery process. 
 
Future interventions to re-establish productive livelihoods affected by the cyclone will be carefully 
designed, while the immediate response continues. FAO’s support, over the coming 4-6 months, may 
involve the rehabilitation of damaged water catchments and irrigation canals (through Cash-for-work) and 
support to destitute pastoralists through restocking. 
 
A detailed assessment of damages to riverine irrigated systems will be carried out, that may result in 
actions to re-start production in the next growing season starting in April 2014. 
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